From: Grace Blomgren gblomgren@kcgov.us &
Subject: County Clerk Press Release
Date: August 22, 2016 at 2:33 PM
To: Grace Blomgren gblomgren@kcgov.us

Attached is a press release in two formats from Kootenai County Clerk Jim Brannon. It concerns his
request for a forensic audit of the Fair’s finances. A copy of the 7-29-16 email from Clerk Brannon to
the Commissioners requesting that audit is also attached.

If you have questions, please contact Clerk Brannon at 208/446-1651 or jbrannon@kcgov.us.

Thank you,

Pat Raffee, Chief Deputy Clerk
Kootenai County
208/446-1652
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Jim Brannon, Clerk
Attachment 208/446-1651 or jbrannon@kcgov.us

How is the Money Being Handled
by Fair Leaders?

On July 29, | sent the attached email to the County Commissioners recommending
a forensic audit of the Fair’s finances. Since the contents of that email have been
released, the publicity drum has been beaten almost daily by Fair and Foundation
Board members, past Board members, and a citizen serving on a Fair committee.

Fair Board members allege excessive questioning, even harassment from me, and
complain of inattention by Commissioner David Stewart. Board members hint at
mass resignations. A Foundation Board member is distressed about losing
volunteer passion. Coeur d’Alene Press readers get an audit tutorial from a
citizen after five hours of document review.

Why all these diversions? | just want to know how money is being handled by Fair
leaders and staff. Notice my email also recommends a forensic audit begin after
this year’s annual Fair is over.

Fairs across the nation are financially challenged. Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Los
Angeles County, and Idaho’s Bannock County have all had or are having audits of
fair finances. Why? Fairs often have sloppy bookkeeping, which can hide fraud.
Staff often use fair cash as personal ATMs, which can signal embezzlement. Vague
board minutes can prevent financial improprieties from coming to light.
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Fair. | am simply asking for financial accountability to the Kootenai County
taxpayers.

I was elected to safeguard County funds. The Commissioners will decide the next
step because the Fair is legally a component unit of County government.

Volunteer passion, and too much or too little attention are diversions. How the
money is being handled is the issue.



