
CITY OF COEUR D'ALENE
LEGAL DEPARTMENT City Hall, 7 l0 E. Mullan Avenue

Coeur d' Alene, Idaho 83814
(208)7 6e -2348 - FAX Q0S)7 69-234e

Legal@cdaid.org
www.cdaid.org

March Il,20l0

IVIr. Bill McCrory
Citizens for Honest & Responsible Govemment
PMB 119,212 W. Ironwood Drive, Suite D
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814

CDACHRG@gmail.com

Dear Mr. McCrory:

Enclosed please fine a copy of a letter from the Idaho Secretary of State's office regarding political
committee contributions and expenditures. Please govem yourself accordingly.

Very truly yours,

/t{t{4-l{ ^^"
Michael C. Gridley
City Attorney

Susan Weathers - City Clerkcc:
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Mr. Crietl*3'.

l atn rvriting in rcsponsc to your lerter drte*l Fcbruary 8, ?010, asking fr:r guiriaacc in rhc
arcll rri" C.rrrt1ril i gl s cUrrt ri Lrrr t ion tr:;u and [cprlt't i r)g.

'lttc :tnsrucr lo yrlur frrst qu*sliurl: "Are cxpcnditurcs by a canriiilatc inculrcd *s i:;rt o1'a
pust-i:lcctirtn l;twsuil. challenging ur uplrolding lhc *lccliorr r'*sul$ valicl camp:iign expi-:nditures
runcitt' idairo Carle tirle fi?, {llrapt*r 6{i?" is yc.s. ld;ihu CciJc section 67-660?(d} ciefines
ci:rnfi'lirulicn as anylJting r;l'vulu* in suppci't cl'ir candidirle. Since Lhe lr:gll cost.l arise drre to a
chaileng* ol'tirc r:lee tion resrlls in rvlrich the c;rndld;rfc partir:ipated aild arguably the cnnriiriacy
:;rrvl:h as lhc lrilsis ttlr thc lcgal chailcnge. lhen conlributit-rns nr:ry bc r*i-,*ived and rcpr:rl*d fur
the prup*sc oi'elcctitrn iell{r:d legul expenscs.

'li-: hrrlp dclcnrtinr: n'hat valirj caaipaign cxp*nses and arc not prohibiistl unrler ldaho
{lrxJr: se*litn37-{t&[[]C, n'* usc arl irrcs;:cciive $r "hut krr" test that is u.sed hy the Fc-:dcral
Lih.:stiufi Clprtttttissitn (lrf:-C). Wo*]d thc *xpcnsc exi.ct "irut fcl" tlre conriucl r:f, th,i';arnpaigrr? As
irr ti:is clric- irn ci*ctitlr r.:iuillcngc rvtuld likcly rror cxist rvitlicul. a currdjclacv. But ir lau'suit fi'r-ini
lr rkiing;rireirl*nl lix'*:x:trtlple, i-rrilv n{lf iril directly cosrrq:tted ll..r c',irrrpaigtt svs.illc,'f i'}i*,
{1,.'l*r!}ril:}{!{}t'! will :),;-rd tr! bc rnaile o!} :i clsjl-b},-c;tse i::rsis ;:ni! l::t:.rlys!::*

11" the {c.grl r:xpil-:scs iirr: dcternlincd tu bc r,aiid cartpuign expcntliturcs, rhcn
sr:ntrihutitus ntali lre collrcleti tc pay thern and thosc contributiorrs iue subject ra idahc Corje
srctir)tr 67"6{tl0A. Thtreli-rrf, the. artsn'cr (o yoi}r sec*nd questjon is yr:s. C*ntrihutions receivcd
by nr on hclrall'r;lt'a caniiiriate to pay {br a tr:ost-election lawsuit ro chailenge *r uphold i:lecti*n
th* r*sulfs ;rr-' suhjcc! trl rc;:rrting recluircmen{s irnd conrlilrutitln iirr:.its.

ln ilct*r:minirtg wlretl-rci'or not an crganiz:rtion that raises rrloney anri makes ccntribu[jons
t{} ply ftr legll sxpenses challcnging or uphclding eisclion results is a pclitical ccn:nrirlce, rve
lur,rk att tlrc definition in ltiaho Code section {r7-fr602. Subseetion (p) says t.hat rny cltity
rc*riving and nraking ctntrihLrtions in excess uf $50{.} in any calentlar ycrr fur the puryr*se *f
supporting or r,rpp*sing a caildjdats or nleasure is a political cn*mrittee. Ax **tlineri above, an
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enlity [lr*[ reteivt'.s *nlJ *rakes *urh contrib*tiein$ are sutrject to Tis]e S7, Chapter 66, anel wsulcl
be a IIAC.

FEC regulatian.s on pers*nal use also adclress "third party payfilents" ttr czurdidates ar I I
CFR t l3.l (gX6). Nstwithstanding that the usc af funds for a particular expense rvould be a
penional uge und*r I I CFR Part i 13, payrnont of that expense by any pcrson other dran rhe
carrdiriirte *r dr* canrpaign etnunittee shall be a cCIntrlbution unless rhe payment *'oulcl have
b*en made irr*spee tiv* *f the can<lidacy,

I l.rape ytlu {ind rhis helpful.

Chief Deputy
$ecretary *f St*te

TAl-{ihck


