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Mr. Michael Burfe, President
Nonh idaho College : '
L 1000 WiGattion Avenue. - .-
Couer D Alene, Idsho 53814

RE: Proposed Athletic Conference Affiliation Change
W‘Mfc Bﬁ(ké’, ‘_,-'-. . -

It was a pleasure meeting you this past weekend and I really enjoyed the spirited play of
tie Naxth Idahio College teams 2s they both battled Salt Lake Commusity College down
10 the wire. As an alumnus and former athicte of North Idaho College it was cqually.
jmpressive 10 see the strong support of the community represeated. in e game.
gutendimee for a Scenic West Athietc Conference (SWAC) contest. For this measor, it
was discowaging to hear that the college s considring a chungge in basketball confrente
allegiance from the SWAC ro the Northwest Athletic Association of Commumity
Colleges (NWAAGC). It is my understanding thut with this change, the -recruiting
&mphasis and scheduled opponents’will consist primarily of northwestcm states. From a
financial perspective L can understand your reasoning for considering this. clrange,
Towever, as an alum;, NCAA.Division I basketball coach, and 2.mimarity I would Tike w

provide an sliernative perspective.

1 was recriiited to play at North Idsbo College from Chicugo. Blinois, and peot being. from
this region | was apprehensive about antending a college with minimal diversity gs.ag
Affican-Amexican male, Upon accepting 2 scholaiship %0 NIC. { wus equally. siirprised
thar my clussmates had similar.curiosity. about a student from & different region, with
| . .culural sud economie buckground differences, This divesse “educational? provesss
- _"positively enbanced my expesience at NIC and influenced my decision 10 aitend the
»  University of Idsho.upon graduaticn. In my college carcer'l was ofien asked why 1
: decided 1o antend the University of Idaho, despite having offers from Midwesteny schools,
: and T always veflected upon the positive experience that [ had st NIC, Additionally. ['was
T ° - frequenty questioned about the culture of Idaho and the. safety and'comfort of minority
students. Again 1 wus abje to dispel the rumors of the negative publicity generated-by

bt minutc racist groups, and their minimal impact on the coramunity.
Second, as a baskesball coach at the Univesity of Deaves, we consider the Scenic Wegt. -
Athletic Conference to be one of thie most competitive community college conferences in
the nation, and this opinion is shured by most NCAA Division 1 baskerball programs..
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Accordifigly. we cecruit-and visit all schools i thie conference on a:frequént basis, With
all de respect. 1o the NWAACC, because their athletes. ae usually not on full
scholarship, the Jevel of play is ot as high to warrant national atrention for reen iting.
m&{&m there is less expostre for sthletes in the program, and for the. fespec tive
schools: ] .

Firially. ss & tnegbet 6F the University of Tdaho's Business Advisory Boand, orie of the
primury.goals of the board iS.increasing diversity at the university. We attempt to attructa
byt e oust-of-state Figh school counselors.about the benefits of this University of Eshy. As you
) are awire, your athieti programs efiract students frov-all regions-of the country; and
Socasionally international stadeats. By rediicing scholarships and liroiting yous fecraiting
afed to neighboting statcs, yous may be adversely affecting a primary soudoe of diversity
4f°fiie"college, Which would benefit all smdents and professors. My velationships with.
" peofessors 4t the Upiversity §f Tdaho weremeanifgful and longlasting becaussiwe shigéd
- -Expesierioss fromi diverse backgrounds - As 1 atained wy Masters of Business
commended boih, for preparing mé in corporate world.to dcal with people with differeat
* backgnsands. I sincerely befieve thar T would ot have hisd the. same perspective on life.
. and the numices of the business world if not for my higher education in the state-of Tdahb.

cmmcesﬁhadon. My reason for writngshis feger is situply To:state that 4l & V'@'Oﬁﬁ
chould fior abways be purcly financial. As 5 former financial officer in corporame America

1 have learned:that not all decisions are determined by the bottom line, althotigh I ami st
Mlﬁﬁ‘ng.i‘ts importance. I do however believe that my positive expericnce as @
college stident iir Idaho tansformed me into a spokesman for the state in my tavel
ationally: L also believes tiiat without being a childhood product of the segion, my
perspective was' ugbissed and caried more: credibility. As you make your final.
recommendutions for this impertimt decision please consider.the lives and the:educational

Good duck in your senure 2t NIC. If Lean eves be of assistance please do not hesitans
give me a call, (303)87 1-3293. 1 would be honored to provide assistance to'a school that
has given me 8o trich.
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Alvin A. Wilkafas
North Idsho College- Class of 1578

. e~ Hiigh Watson, Head Men’s Baskethall Coach
LT Greg Cfimp; Head Women's Baskctball Coach
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